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A  SERMON,  &c 


46  Others  mocking ,  said ,  These  men  are  drunk  with 
new  wine” — Acts  ii.  13. 

THIS  was  the  language  of  certain  Hebrew  wits,  on 
witnessing  the  marvellous  effects  of  the  first  effusion  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  primitive  disciples  of  our  ascend¬ 
ed  Lord.  They  appear  to  have  belonged  to  that  nume¬ 
rous  and  respectable  class  of  observers,  who,  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  pretences  to  liberality,  nevertheless  contrive 
to  settle  themselves  firmly  in  the  conviction  of  the  honest 
Hermit,  who  believed  that  the  sun  shone  no  where  ex¬ 
cept  in  his  own  cell,  and  who  reject  the  plainest  truths, 
when  the  belief  of  them  will  interfere  with  any  favo¬ 
rite  conceits  or  habits  of  thinking  to  which  they  have 
been  long  habituated.  In  the  present  case,  facts  were 
before  them,  with  an  evidence,  we  might  suppose,  en¬ 
tirely  irresistible.  It  was  impossible  for  them  to  ques¬ 
tion,  that  an  astonishing  revolution  had  been  wrought, 
and  that,  suddenly ,  on  the  persons  whose  conduct  they 
were  marking.  Though,  perhaps,  not  personally  pre¬ 
sent  when  the  preliminaries  took  place,  they  had  full 
demonstration ;  as  full  as  oral  testimony  could  give,  that 
cloven  tongues  sat  upon  them,  and  that  a  mighty  pre¬ 
ternatural  wind  filled  the  house :  and  now  they  were 
hearing,  with  their  own  ears,  these  fishermen  of  Gali¬ 
lee,  speaking  in  innumerable  foreign  languages,  inso¬ 
much  that  Parthians,  Medes,  Phrygians,  Romans, 
Cretes,  and  Barbarians,  lift  up  their  hands,  in  utter 


amazement,  and  exclaim  to  one  another,  44  What  mean-* 
eth  this  ?  We  do  hear  them  speak,  in  our  own  tongues, 
the  wonderful  works  of  God  !”  But  wrhat  was  their 
conclusion  ?  Precisely  such  as  might  be  expected  from 
little  and  shrivelled  minds,  pent  up  in  the  dungeon  of 
their  own  contracted  notions.  Totally  disqualified  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  finding  nothing  in 
their  preconceived  maxims  that  harmonised  with  the 
august  scene  that  opened  on  them,  they  view  it  with 
the  most  profound  incredulity,  and,  at  once,  explain  the 
whole  phenomenon,  by  the  oracular  judgment  of  the 
text.  This  trait  of  intellectual  character  is  not  rarely 
found  in  the  world,  and  many,  we  fear,  are  the  literati 
of  renown,  who,  if  weighed  in  the  balance  of  plain  com¬ 
mon  sense,  would  be  forced  to  take  their  place  among 
these  ancient  sages,  who,  to  escape  the  absurdity  of  ac¬ 
knowledging  their  own  ignorance,  adopted  the  theory, 
that  strong  drink  can  teach  languages. 

On  this  subject,  the  little  history,  in  connection  with 
the  text,  inculcates  a  very  profitable  lesson.  It  adminis¬ 
ters  a  forcible  reproof  to  all  those  adorers  of  their  own 
little  intellects,  who  make  themselves  the  world ,  by 
which  they  try  other  worlds;  a  partial  and  limited  ob¬ 
servation,  the  measure  of  all  things  human  and  divine. 
It  teaches  the  propriety  of  a  cautious,  humble,  and  mo¬ 
dest  temper,  when  we  decide  on  the  opinions  of  others ; 
since  it  is  very  possible  that  we  view  them  through  a 
false  medium,  or  with  undue  prepossessions,  or  without 
that  acquaintance  with  the  premises  which  can  qualify 
us  to  arbitrate.  It,  likewise,  warns  us  against  precipi¬ 
tance,  in  condemning  the  feelings  and  conduct  of  others; 
suggesting  the  very  important  reflection,  that  what  we 
may  be  disposed  to  call  absurdity ,  may  be  only  a  repug- 


nance  with  certain  absurdities  of  our  own ;  and  that 
the  spirit  we  condemn  may  owe  its  misfortune,  not  to  any 
intrinsic  demerit,  but  to  our  entire  inability  to  enter 
into,  or  appreciate  it — a  case,  w7e  believe,  of  very  fre¬ 
quent  occurrence. 

It  is  my  intention,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  attempt 
the  correction  of  one  of  these  unfavourable  prejudg¬ 
ments  ;  and  one,  which  we  think,  peculiarly  injurious, 
whether  it  be  regarded  in  its  influence  on  society,  or 
the  individuals  by  whom,  or  against  whom  it  is  exer¬ 
cised.  We  presume  there  are  none  in  this  assembly 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  during  the  last  fifteen 
years  the  church  has  been  exposing  herself,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  Apostolic  days,  to  a  charge,  somewhat 
resembling  that  alleged  in  the  text  against  the  primi¬ 
tive  disciples.  An  extraordinary  and  unparalleled  excite¬ 
ment  prevails  through  Christendom ,  characterized  by  an 
earnest  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  true  religion,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  but  more  especially  by  an  irrepres¬ 
sible  ardor  of  desire  for  evangelizing  the  Heathen,  and 
by  this  means,  accomplishing  the  promise,  that  “  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord’s  house  shall  be  established  upon 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and  all  nations  shall  flow 
unto  it.”  Zion  appears  to  have  awoke  from  the  slum¬ 
ber  of  ages,  and  put  on  her  armor,  and  resolved,  in 
the  might  of  the  Lord,  to  take  possession  of  the  rich 
inheritance  bequeathed  to  her,  but  which,  through  her 
criminal  apathy  and  sloth  has  been  so  long  in  the  un¬ 
disturbed  possession  of  her  enemies.  Christians  are  se¬ 
riously  entering  into  the  grand  project  of  christianizing 
and  civilizing  the  globe ,  and  are  looking  forward  to  a 
period,  when  there  shall  not  be  a  tribe  in  Tartary ?s 
wilds  which  shall  not  offer  to  the  Lord  offerings  of 
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righteousness  and  praise !  They  are  looking  forward, 
not  merely  with  hope,  but  with  confidence  ;  not  with 
the  idleness  of  simple  expectation,  but  with  the  con¬ 
viction  that  this  glorious  consummation  shall  be  brought 
about  through  their  exertions ;  and,  accordingly,  they  are 
standing  up  to  the  work,  like  men,  with  a  fixedness  of 
purpose,  and  a  calmness  of  resolution  most  astonishing. 
Nothing  more  remarkably  distinguishes  this  excitement, 
than  its  steadiness  and  continuance.  Unlike  other  moral 
epidemics,  which  soon  attain  their  height,  and  sink  as 
rapidly  as  they  rise,  this  is  gathering  new  strength 
from  day  to  day.  Like  Aaron’s  rod,  it  swallows  up 
every  thing  that  comes  in  competition  with  it,  triumph¬ 
ing  over  the  love  of  self,  the  love  of  ease,  the  love  of 
sect ;  and,  above  all,  the  innate  repugnance  of  men  to 
expend  their  money  and  time  in  the  prosecution  of 
schemes  which  will  not  immediately  reward  their  pains. 

Now,  there  are  not  a  few  who,  by  no  means  admire 
this  remarkable  aspect  of  the  religious  world  ;  nay,  who 
view  it  with  feelings  of  positive  dislike.  The  great  ex¬ 
cellency  on  which  they  pride  themselves,  is  a  calmness 
and  sobriety  of  thinking,  a  strong  disposition  to  recoil 
from  every  thing  fanciful  and  visionary,  and,  as  to  religi¬ 
ous  enthusiasm,  they  detest  the  very  name.  Having  thus 
the  happiness  of  seeing  things  dispassionately,  and  as 
they  really  are,  they  have  come  to  the  firm  conclusion, 
that  all  those  schemes  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  world,  on  a  great  and  extensive  scale,  are  just  about 
as  wise  and  plausible  as  the  pursuit  of  the  philosophers 
stone ,  or  perpetual  motion ,  or  any  other  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  absurdities  which  have  issued  from  the  brains  of 
projectors.  They  clearly  see  that  your  Bible  Societies, 
and  Missionary  Societies,  and  Education  Societies,  are 


nothing  more  nor  less  than  new  forms  of  fanaticism ; 
more  harmless,  indeed,  than  the  forms  that  went  before ; 
but  as  certain  to  be  followed  by  disappointment  and  the 
world’s  contempt.  With  these  views,  they  feel  bound, 
as  men  of  sense  and  consistency,  to  show  them  no  favor 
in  their  practice. 

There  are  others  who  do  not  consider  them  in  a  light 
quite  so  unfavourable,  nor  do  they  scruple  to  lend  them 
their  occasional  sanction  and  assistance.  But  still  they 
have  their  strong  suspicions,  and  even  in  the  act  of  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  entreaties  of  the  preacher,  or  some  Christian 
friend,  they  cannot  divest  themselves  of  the  impression 
that  they  might  as  usefully  have  thrown  their  money 
into  mid  ocean.  This,  we  believe,  is  the  more  com¬ 
mon  feeling  which  prevails  on  the  subject,  a  scepticism, 
a  jealousy,  an  opinion,  on  the  whole,  that  the  project, 
though  innocent  and  well  intended,  is  utterly  futile 
and  vain.  They  do  not  reflect  that  the  great  obstacle 
to  success  is  the  apathy  of  those  who  are  so  ready  to 
prophesy  failure ;  and  who,  influenced  by  their  own 
predictions,  will  not  come  “  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to 
the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty  !” 

It  maybe  worth  our  pains,  therefore,  to  offer  a  few  con¬ 
siderations  tending  to  blunt  the  edge  of  these  prejudices, 
and  show,  that  so  far  from  their  being  reasonable  and  well 
founded,  there  is  something  in  the  religious  spirit  of  the 
age,  which  gives  it  commanding  claims  to  the  respect 
and  active  support  of  every  sincere  lover  of  God,  and 
wellwisher  to  man.  I  am  fully  sensible,  that  to  a  large 
proportion  of  those  who  compose  this  respectable  audi¬ 
ence,  a  discussion  of  this  kind  may  seem  entirely  super¬ 
fluous.  We  doubt  not  that  many  of  you  have  long  since 
proved  by  your  practice  that  you  are  decided  friends 


to  the  generous  fanaticism  whose  cause  we  would  plead : 
jet  it  may  be  hoped,  that  even  such  will  not  feel  en¬ 
tirely  uninterested  in  an  attempt  to  obviate  the  scruples 
of  those  who  have  not  the  happiness  of  being  like  mind¬ 
ed,  and  whose  co-operation  it  would  be  most  desirable  to 
obtain.  They  will  permit  me,  therefore,  to  address  my¬ 
self  particularly  to  these,  and  perhaps  the  result  of  our 
vindication  may  be  their  own  additional  establishment 
in  the  truths  we  wish  to  inculcate. 

I.  In  meeting  the  charge  alleged  against  the  spirit  and 
projects  which  of  late  have  become  so  extensively  po¬ 
pular,  let  us  admit  the  assumed  fact  in  all  its  extent. 
“  The  Christian  world  is  cherishing  unfounded  expecta¬ 
tions — amusing  itself  with  gazing  on  a  bubble  in  the 
sunbeam.  The  schemes  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
great  human  family  are  impracticable.55  Admit  it  all. 
Still,  we  beg  leave  to  promise  an  argument  in  behalf  of 
this  moral  intoxication,  which  shall  constrain  the  coldest 
doubter  to  except  it  from  that  contempt  with  which  his 
philosophic  spirit  usually  regards  enthusiastic  excite¬ 
ments. 

I  begin  with  asking  him,  if  he  has  ever  reflected  on  the 
redeeming  quality  to  be  found  in  the  principles  and  mo¬ 
tives  from  which  it  has  originated .  I  believe  the  fiercest 
advocates  of  moderation  will  readily  allow  that  there  are 
certain  cases  of  overheated  imagination,  which  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  contemplate  without  sentiments  of  esteem  de¬ 
cidedly  preponderating  over  those  of  dislike.  When  we 
see,  for  instance,  a  man  fraught  with  sensibility,  mistak¬ 
ing  the  aspirations  of  his  warm  heart  for  the  conclusions 
of  sober  judgment,  and,  carried  away  by  their  influence, 
throwing  himself  upon  an  impracticable  enterprise,  we 
may  bestow  one  thought  on  his  too  obvious  indiscre- 
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tion  ;  but  how  soon  is  it  lost  sight  of  in  the  splendour 
of  his  virtue  !  We  respect  the  very  dreams  of  such  a 
man,  when,  giving  way  to  the  seducements  of  fancy, 
he  paints  some  Atalantis  or  Utopia,  some  land  of  pure 
delight,  where  love  and  joy  perpetual  reign  ;  forgetting 
that  it  is  but  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  too  splendid  to 
be  realized  in  this  vale  of  vicissitude  and  wo.  We  ad¬ 
mire  a  philanthropic  Howard,  spending  his  life  in  visit¬ 
ing  the  abodes  of  wretchedness  and  despair,  though,  per¬ 
haps,  not  one  in  a  thousand  has  ever  put  the  question, 
what  amelioration  he  ever  succeeded  in  effecting.  The 
mere  spectacle  of  such  godlike  beneficence  puts  to  flight 
every  thing  like  sober  calculation,  and  we  gladly  sur¬ 
render  ourselves  to  the  thrilling  emotions  it  excites  I 
I  need  say  but  little  to  explain  the  bearing  of  these  re¬ 
flections  on  the  point  before  us.  Whatever  be  the  insuper¬ 
able  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of  the  great  Chris¬ 
tian  scheme,  the  excellence  of  the  object,  and  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  have  induced  its  prosecution,  are  above  all 
praise  :  Here  we  find  ourselves  in  an  impregnable  for¬ 
tress.  The  object  is  to  raise  to  the  Deity  a  tribute  of 
glory  from  this  fair  creation — to  extend  the  knowledge 
of  his  Son,  through  whom  alone  he  has  been  pleased 
to  manifest  his  glory— to  emancipate  the  family  of  man 
from  the  thraldom  of  ignorance  and  sin ;  and  from  the 
pressure  of  that  fatal  curse,  which,  for  six  thousand 
years,  has  rested  on  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  this  ha¬ 
bitable  globe.  To  enter  on  this  arduous  task — Christians 
have  been  impelled  by  motives  as  pure  as  the  object  is 
glorious  ;  by  the  disinterested  desire,  that  6 4  the  will  of 
God  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  Heaven,”  by  consi¬ 
dering  the  deplorable  condition  of  those  w  ho  have  no 
God,  and  by  the  conviction,  that  as  God  has  made  of 
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“  one  blood  all  nations  of  the  earth,”  so  all  are  capable  of 
being  restored  to  the  felicity  and  prerogatives  of  their 
exalted  nature.  Now,  we  appeal  to  the  soberest  thinker, 
whether  the  charge  of  extravagance,  in  such  an  under¬ 
taking,  be  not  the  highest  eulogy  ?  For  to  what  does  it 
amount  ?  Simply  to  this.  The  fervours  of  their  bene¬ 
volence  have  carried  them  so  far  beyond  themselves, 
have  so  overreached  their  judgment  and  powers  of  ac¬ 
curate  calculation,  that  they  have  given  themselves  up 
to  the  most  delightful  fantasies,  and  actually  cherish  the 
idea — that  the  period  is  not  far  distant,  when  this  terrible 
aceldama,  this  shocking  theatre  of  tragedy  and  crime, 
shall  be  restored  to  the  favour  of  its  celestial  proprietor, 
and  become,  what  it  was  ever  designed  to  be,  a  Para¬ 
dise  of  God  !  Compare,  my  brethren,  this  noble  frenzy 
with  the  chilling  rationality  which  would  fain  displace 
it,  and  give  it  over  to  contempt :  compare  them,  after 
giving  to  the  latter  all  it  asks,  the  concession  that  it  is 
prudently  in  the  right.  It  condemns  you  to  hopeless 
despair.  With  ruthless  hand  it  tears  down  the  only  re¬ 
fuge  to  which,  sickened  with  the  sight  and  tales  of 
wo,  you  can  fly  for  comfort  and  relief.  It  tells  you, 
in  short,  “  Go,  weep  over  a  cursed  world,  doomed 
to  perpetual  desolation.”  The  advocates  of  this  wither¬ 
ing  hypothesis  may  glory  as  they  please  in  their 
wondrous  discernment,  their  calm  philosophy,  their 
freedom  from  the  trammels  of  prejudice.  But  dearly  do 
they  purchase  their  triumph.  It  is  scarcely  possible 
that  the  milk  of  human  kindness  can  flow  in  a  breast 
that  has  given  it  admission.  Even  if  a  truth,  it  is  one 
which  Almighty  God  does  not  require  us  to  believe,  and 
which  no  man,  endowed  with  the  least  tenderness  of 
feeling,  can  for  a  moment  think  of  without  horror,  and. 
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at  the  same  time,  a  strenuous  endeavour  to  practise  a 
delusion  upon  his  understanding  in  respect  to  it. 

I  now  proceed  to  present  the  subject  in  a  point  of 
view  somewhat  different,  and  ask  whether  the  persons 
whose  serene  minds  revolt  from  the  spirit  which  at  pre¬ 
sent  prevails  in  the  Christian  world  on  the  score  of  its 
supposed  intemperance,  have  well  considered,  that  some 
portion  of  this  evil  is  essential  in  all  departments ,  to  vi¬ 
gorous  and  successful  exertion.  Man  is  the  child  of 
passion,  and  acts  well  only  when  under  the  influence  of 
high  and  powerful  excitement.  Calm  philosophy  is  an 
instructive  and  pleasing  companion  no  doubt ;  but  calm 
philosophy  has  seldom  led  her  votary  up  the  toilsome 
steep  to  his  high  destination.  To  do  this  he  must  feel ; 
he  must  feel  deeply  ;  a  fire  must  be  kindled  in  his  bo¬ 
som  which  many  waters  cannot  quench ;  then  shall  he 
achieve  what  to  common  minds  is  little  short  of  miracle. 
This  truth  is  exemplified  in  all  the  great  national  re¬ 
volutions  which  have  been  witnessed  on  earth.  Have 
ever  the  shackles  of  a  tyrant  been  broken  by  abstract  rea¬ 
soning  ?  Where  is  the  people  who  have  redeemed  their 
rights,  unless  by  the  exhibition  of  a  glorious  fanaticism 
for  liberty  ?  It  is  true,  an  unenlightened  and  ill-direct¬ 
ed  zeal  is  often  the  parent  of  most  fatal  disorders.  But 
%vho,  reasoning  from  this  fact,  would  give  his  sanction 
to  an  unmanly  apathy,  a  waveless  calm,  a  slumber  of  the 
dead  ?  Who  does  not  exclaim,  “  Better  numberless  dis¬ 
orders,  better  a  thousand  noble  ventures  beyond  the 
cold  rules  of  prudence  and  statute  technicalities,  than 
that  palsy  of  the  soul,  suffering  under  w  hich,  a  whole 
people  can  forget  that  they  are  men,  and  place  their 
willing  necks  beneath  the  foot  of  some  domineering 
despot  ?5? 


In  connection  with  this,  I  may  also  remark,  that 
the  wise  observer  will  find  no  difficulty  in  conniving  at 
the  sin  of  even  extravagant  hopes  and  anticipations. 
The  power  of  sentiment  over  the  judgment  is  well 
known,  and  the  man  who  feels  deeply,  seldom  thinks 
correctly.  Elated  with  the  idea  of  a  magnificent  un¬ 
dertaking,  he  is  not  apt  to  judge  of  it  precisely  as  he 
would  of  a  mathematical  theorem  in  the  solitude  of  his 
closet ;  but  this  very  inaccuracy  we  dove,  not  merely  be¬ 
cause  of  the  object  and  motive,  (this  consideration  has 
been  already  before  you,)  but  on  account  of  its  direct 
connection  with  success.  We  admire  the  very  false¬ 
hoods  of  a  people  awaking  to  a  sense  of  their  degra¬ 
dation  ;  and  if,  in  the  raptures  of  their  first  love  to 
freedom,  they  paint  in  the  distant  horizon  gay  and 
brilliant,  but  unsubstantial  visions,  we  know  that  they 
are  not  only  harmless,  but  have  the  effect  of  animating 
their  courage,  and  inspiring  them  with  a  heroic  forti¬ 
tude  :  It  is  their  very  extravagance  which  keeps  alive 
their  virtue  and  secures  their  political  salvation.  Our 
conclusion  then,  in  reference  to  the  subject  before  us, 
is,  that  Christians  in  prosecuting  their  schemes  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  human  family,  are  prosecuting  them 
in  the  best  possible  temper  for  success.  Aware  of 
the  numberless  difficulties  in  the  way,  they  are  very 
wisely  working  themselves  up  into  that  sort  of  vehe¬ 
mence  and  tension  of  spirit  which  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  bring  their  enterprise  to  a  prosperous  comple¬ 
tion.  They  are  enthusiastic ,  they  are  extravagant ,  they 
are  fanatical  on  policy  and  principle,  because  they  are 
convinced  that  it  is  only  a  prodigious  preternatural  effort 
which  shall  enable  them  to  make  the  most  distant  ap¬ 
proximation  to  their  object !  We  meet,  therefore,  the 


persons  opposed  to  us,  precisely  on  their  own  ground* 
Allowing  the  utter  impossibility  of  succeedingto  the  ex¬ 
tent  we  anticipate,  we  only  ask  if  there  be  any  impro¬ 
priety  in  making  the  experiment  whether  something 
can  be  done.  But  if  an  experiment  be  made  at  all,  we 
ask,  what  is  so  calculated  to  give  it  energy  and  effi¬ 
ciency  as  the  enthusiastic  idea  of  converting  the  whole 
world  to  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gospel?  Our  object, 
you  say,  is  too  extensive  to  be  ever  realized.  True,  but 
this  very  consideration  adds  to  our  qualifications,  even 
for  a  partial  experiment,  for  it  usually  happens  that 
he  finds  something  great  who  seeks  too  much,  and 
it  is  always  wise  to  propose  an  attainment  beyond 
our  abilities,  to  animate  us  in  the  pursuit  of  what  is  at¬ 
tainable.  Indeed,  we  may  very  solidly  doubt  whether 
the  idea  of  a  partial  and  limited  success  would  animate 
the  minds  of  men  to  attempt  the  hundredth  part  of  what 
is  practicable,  on  their  own  principles,  and  whether  it  be 
not  the  little  word,  all ,  which  contains  the  whole  ele¬ 
ment  of  excitement.  For  my  own  part,  on  analyzing 
my  feelings,  I  think  I  distinctly  perceive,  that  the  very 
suggestion  of  a  doubt,  whether  to  the  God  of  Salvation 
“  every  knee  shall  bow,  and  every  tongue  shall  swear,” 
at  once  chills  my  ardor,  and  almost  extinguishes  the 
desire  of  attempting  any  thing  in  behalf  of  the  miserable 
Heathen.  You  may  call  this  exceedingly  unreasonable 
and  unphilosophical :  and  you  may  be  very  right :  but 
such  is  human  nature ,  and  let  him  who  censures  it, 
make  it  -better  if  he  can.  In  all  pursuits,  in  all  depart¬ 
ments,  to  do  much  we  must  aim  at  more . 

But  we  proceed  to  try  the  question  by  another  touch¬ 
stone — the  incidental  good  to  society ,  ivhich  ice  may 
expect ,  will  reward  our  efforts ,  even  on  the  assumption 
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that  the  main  object  in  view  is  entirely  unattainable . 
Surely  that  man  must  possess  a  remarkable  prudery  of 
judgment  who  is  offended  at  a  delusion  which,  while 
acknowledged  harmless,  can  be  proved  productive  of 
the  most  solid  and  lasting  benefits. 

Will  it  not,  for  instance,  look  with  a  kindly  eye  on 
science  ?  We  put  this  question,  not  so  much  from  an 
opinion  of  its  real  importance,  as  from  the  belief  that  a 
large  proportion  of  those  who  entertain  the  prejudice  we 
are  opposing,  affect  a  prodigious  interest  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  knowledge.  With  all  their  respect  for  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  its  professors,  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  infinitely  wiser,  if,  instead  of  sending 
to  the  east  and  to  the  west,  a  multitude  of  half  crazed 
devotees,  with  their  Bibles  and  Psalm  Books,  to  insult 
all  other  religions  beside  their  own,  we  would  commis¬ 
sion  half  the  number  of  graduated  literati  to  go  and 
measure  an  arc  of  the  meridian,  collect  stones,  plants, 
and  cockleshells,  or  find  out  the  direction  of  the  Niger. 
Beside  the  splendid  discoveries  which  would  ensue  on 
these  expenditures,  there  would  be  this  eminent  advan¬ 
tage,  that  the  liberal  patrons  could  be  reimbursed  by 
the  sale  of  their  servants5  quartos,  on  their  happy  return 
to  academic  bowers  !  Now,  perhaps  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  meet  such  thinkers  on  their  own  principles,  and 
inform  them,  that  though  we  are  too  fanatical  to  throw 
away  our  money  for  the  gratification  of  literary  vanity, 
when  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  millions  of  our  brethren  are  at  stake,  yet  it  is  quite 
possible  that  we  shall  prove  invaluable  contributors  to 
their  own  darling  science .  We  might  refer  them  to  what 
has  been  already  done;  to  the  fact  that  Greenland,  Ice¬ 
land,  Abyssinia,  the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  China,  have 
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all  been  explored  by  enthusiasts ;  that  the  most  approv¬ 
ed  dictionary  of  the  language  of  two  hundred  millions 
is  the  work  of  a  Missionary,  and  that  every  day  they 
are  adding  new  stores  to  political,  physical,  and  moral 
science.  Let  it  not  be  objected,  that  these  benefits  are 
only  incidental,  and  valued  by  their  authors  in  subser¬ 
vience  to  something  else.  The  same  will  apply  to  nine- 
tenths  of  useful  discoveries.  The  ancients  mapped  the 
starry  concave,  not  from  any  love  of  astronomy,  but  to 
guide  their  navigation.  The  art  of  printing  was  invent¬ 
ed  by  a  vender  of  manuscripts,  who  aimed  at  despatch. 
Nor  let  it  be  urged,  that  they  who  go  forth  are  not 
qualified  to  make  learned  research.  True,  they  are 
not  botanists  or  mineralogists,  but  they  are,  in  general, 
acute  and  faithful  observers :  or  if  this  will  not  con¬ 
tent,  they  can  send  the  tidings  that  their  painful 
efforts  have  mollified  the  savage  heart,  and  peopled 
the  wilderness  with  meek  and  gentle  followers  of  the 
Lamb,  and  then  your  sages  may  venture  on  a  peregri¬ 
nation  themselves.  But  not  to  dwell  on  this  point,  I 
only  suggest  the  inquiry,  what  will  be  the  effects  in  re¬ 
ference  merely  to  science,  in  the  space  of  fifty  years,  if 
this  mania  of  preaching  the  gospel  to  “  every  kindred, 
and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation,”  continues  and 
makes  progress  ?  Not  a  language  or  dialect,  to  a  gram¬ 
matical  digest  of  which,  the  student  cannot  turn  in  his 
library — not  a  dark  corner  of  the  earth  but  shall  be 
statistically  described  ;  and  it  is  sometimes  my  belief, 
that  if  ever  the  learned  world  enjoy  the  unspeakable  fe¬ 
licity  of  reading  an  account  of  the  North  Pole,  they  will 
ow7e  it  to  some  humble  Moravian  or  Baptist,  whose 
warm  heart  enabled  him  to  brave  its  eternal  snows  in 
the  hope  of  carrying  the  light  of  life  to  some  wretched 
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outcast,  who,  perchance,  might  be  found  shivering  amid 
its  desolations ! 

Were  we  disposed  to  spend  our  time  in  trifling,  we 
would  meet  the  mercantile  objector  with  the  same  kind 
of  argument.  We  would  detail  with  no  little  plausi¬ 
bility  the  probable  benefits  of  the  excitement  to  com¬ 
merce.  We  would  suggest  that  it  may  open  new 
markets,  make  acquainted  with  the  products  of  the 
remotest  climes,  and  in  a  thousand  ways  (if  only  allowed 
a  free  course)  influence  your  prices-current. 

But  we  address  a  nobler  class  of  thinkers,  those  who 
delight  to  contemplate  things  in  their  moral  aspects  and 
tendencies,  and  the  general  argument  we  address  to 
such  is  the  efficacy  of  the  spirit  we  are  advocating,  in 
calling  forth  all  the  charities  and  kindnesses  of  the  hu¬ 
man  bosom.  I  imagine  we  are  on  perfectly  tenable  ground 
when  we  assert  that  its  effects  in  this  respect  have  al¬ 
ready  been  most  astonishing,  that  it  has  done  more  to 
subdue  the  selfish  feelings  of  our  nature  than  all  the  ex¬ 
pedients  united  which  have  ever  been  employed.  Blessed 
be  God  for  a  fanaticism  which  has  produced  such  an  ex¬ 
hibition  of  diffusive  benevolence  and  disinterested  com¬ 
passion  in  a  world,  whence  the  observer  of  the  past 
might  have  been  almost  tempted  to  conclude  these 
guests  had  long  since  winged  their  flight  to  their  native 
skies. 

Look  at  the  innumerable  institutions  which,  with¬ 
in  fifteen  years,  have  sprung  up  for  purposes  purely 
philanthrophic,  including  all  ages,  sexes,  and  degrees, 
each  striving  for  preeminence  in  its  labours  of  holy 
love ;  and  let  any  reasoning  man  calculate,  if  he  can, 
what  must  be  the  effect  of  the  constant  appeals  which, 
through  them,  are  made  to  human  sensibility.  How  many 
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fountains  of  charity  have  been  opened !  How  many  thou¬ 
sands  have  been  taught  to  feel,  who,  otherwise,  per¬ 
haps,  would  have  never  known  they  were  capable  of  a 
generous  emotion !  They  have  made  the  sordid  wretch, 
whose  thoughts  never  rose  above  the  little  provision  to 
be  made  for  the  daily  wrants  of  wife  and  family,  a  sub¬ 
lime  contemplative  philosopher ;  who,  in  schemes  for  the 
happiness  of  his  fellowrs,  in  pleasing  conjectures  as  to 
the  good  of  which  his  hard-earned  contributions  to  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord  will  be  found  productive  at  the 
great  day,  in  meditations  on  millenial  blessedness,  and 
a  world  redeemed  from  wo,  learns  to  fill  up  the  lan¬ 
guid  pauses  between  his  toils  with  finer  joys  than  the 
treasures  of  a  Croesus  could  purchase  their  possessor. 
But  this  is  not  the  whole  truth.  They  have  not  only 
given  the  poor  man  sentiments  and  joys  unknown  before, 
but  in  connection  with  these,  a  consciousness  of  digni¬ 
ty,  a  self-respect ,  which,  though  not  usually  ranked 
among  the  virtues,  I  am  inclined  to  consider  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  all.  That  this  is  their  natural  influence 
sufficiently  appears  from  adverting  to  the  great  object 
they  profess  to  have  in  view.  It  is  the  extension  of  im¬ 
mortal  blessings  to  those  w  ho  are  sitting  in  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death  ;  an  object  as  superior  to  those 
usually  called  great,  as  the  blaze  of  the  meridian  sun 
to  the  glimmering  of  a  glow-worm.  Now7  the  mere 
idea  of  such  an  undertaking  fills  the  mind.  We  feel  a 
certain  pride  in  being  able  to  conceive  of  it.  No  man 
has  ever  entertained  a  great  idea  without  a  sentiment  of 
participation  in  its  greatness.  We  must  not  forget  also 
that  feeling  of  elevation  proceeding  from  the  conscious¬ 
ness  of  being  benefactors,  and  to  crown  all,  the  sacred 

and  blissful  assurance,  that  in  sending  the  glad  tidings  of 
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great  joy  to  a  despairing  world,  we  are  furthering  the 
designs  of  the  Almighty,  and  are,  in  common  with  his 
Son  and  Spirit  and  angels  round  his  throne,  his  allies  in 
a  cause  most  interesting  to  his  infinite  mind  !  Oh,  how 
base,  how  worse  than  naught,  in  comparison,  are  all  the 
schemes  of  individual  or  national  aggrandizement  which 
have  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  giddy  multitude! 
This,  my  brethren,  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  various 
institutions  which  have  originated  in  the  excitement  of 
our  day,  that  they  furnish  to  those  classes  of  society, 
who,  from  their  situation,  are  most  exposed  to  an  abject 
and  degraded  spirit,  precisely  what  they  need,  a  principle 
of  elevation .  The  poor  man  no  more  sinks  beneath  the 
sense  of  utter  insignificance.  He  finds  that  he  is  good 
for  something,  for  he  as  well  as  others  is  called  to  drink 
in  the  hallowed  inspiration  of  love  to  God  and  the  souls 
of  men.  Literally  may  it  be  said  of  this  wondrous 
project,  “  It  has  raised  the  poor  from  the  dust,  and  lifted 
the  needy  from  the  dunghill,  it  has  set  him  with  princes, 
even  the  princes  of  the  people.’5  Nor  is  this  all :  By  bring¬ 
ing  him  to  a  level  with  those  placed  far  above  him  in  the 
scale  of  worldly  distinction,  and  making  him  coadjutor 
in  counsel  and  action,  it  confirms  his  moral  principles, 
and  cherishes  an  emulation,  a  thirst  for  excellence, 
which  shall  be  unspeakably  beneficial  to  his  habits. 
Show  me  a  man  who  respects  himself,  and  you  show 
me  a  man  who  cannot  be  a  villain. 

There  is  another  interesting  class  of  society  on  the  for¬ 
mation  of  whose  character  we  may  presume  that  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  Christian  benevolence  will  exert  no  inconside¬ 
rable  influence:  I  mean  the  young  and  rising  spirits  who 
shall  form  the  glory  or  disgrace  of  the  succeeding  age. 
May  we  not  consider  its  various  institutions  as  so  many 


schools  of  virtue,  where  the  best  and  most  salutary 
habits  are  planted  and  confirmed  ?  Here  they  learn 
something  very  different  from  that  sickly,  whining 
sensibility,  which  can  honour  misery  with  a  tear, 
but  cannot  stretch  a  finger  for  its  relief.  Here  is  a 
charity  which  never  evaporates  in  fruitless  lamenta¬ 
tions  or  idle  wishes,  but  an  active  practical  beneficence, 
a  spirit  of  doing  good,  of  wiping  the  tear  from  the 
mourner’s  eye,  and  answering  every  well-founded  claim 
of  want  without  complaining  of  weariness  or  toil.  It 
is  on  this  account  we  attach  immeasurable  importance 
to  those  numerous  juvenile  associations  which  the  spirit 
of  the  age  has  originated  in  various  sections  of  our 
country,  and  pray  to  God  that  they  may  soon  include 
every  child  in  our  land  ;  not  so  much  because  of  the 
amount  of  aid  they  contribute  to  more  imposing  institu¬ 
tions  or  the  general  fund  of  Christian  charity,  as  their 
prodigious  moral  reaction  on  those  who  compose  them. 
Paint  in  imagination,  brethren,  thirty  or  forty  of  these 
interesting  little  beings  at  one  of  their  regular  meetings, 
each  holding  in  his  hand  the  little  mite  with  which  pa¬ 
rental  kindness  has  rewarded  a  month’s  good  behaviour! 
First  you  see  them  hearkening  in  mute  and  amazed 
attention  to  some  interesting,  but,  alas,  too  well  authen¬ 
ticated  story  of  human  wo.  Mark  the  tear  standing  in 
their  eye,  then  stealing  down  their  cheek,  w  hile  they 
hear  of  Juggurnaut’s  bloody  car,  or  Ganges’  putrid  tide, 
or  some  wretched  mother,  urged  by  a  horrid  frenzy, 
making  her  children  doubly  orphans  by  immolating  her¬ 
self  on  their  father’s  funeral  pile !  After  this  you  see 
them  listening  to  the  last  account  of  some  faithful  ser¬ 
vant  of  Christ,  employed  in  softening  the  horrors  which 
have  left  such  an  impression  in  their  young  bosoms. 


How  their  hearts  leap  with  joy  at  finding  there  are  Mdse 
and  holy  men  who  are  thus  employed !  With  what 
emotion  do  they  hear  the  calls  of  these  wise  and  holy 
men  for  aid, — the  information  that  even  children  can  help 
them, — that  every  dollar  and  every  cent  would  go  far  to 
save  some  poor  soul  from  death  !  Thus  taught  to  feel, 
next  they  are  taught  to  act.  They  come  forward  and 
present  their  little  pittance.  It  is  indeed  but  a  pittance  ; 
yet,  in  many  cases,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  like 
the  widow’s  mite,  possessing  more  value,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Divinity,  than  the  most  splendid  and  expensive  bene¬ 
factions,  too  often  the  expedient  of  distempered  vanity 
to  procure  a  posthumous  renown. 

It  may,  however,  be  objected,  that  hitherto  no  great 
effects  of  the  kind  we  have  been  detailing  have  been 
found  to  follow.  We  answer,  the  experiment  must  have 
time.  The  excitement  is,  as  yet,  too  partial  and  limited 
to  make  a  perceptible  impression  on  the  mass  of  our  ju¬ 
venile  population.  It  must  be  extended ,  it  must  become 
universal ,  every  hamlet  must  receive  the  sacred  infec¬ 
tion,  and  then,  if  you  perceive  not  the  proofs  of  its  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  eradication  of  selfishness,  and  the  triumph 
of  amiable  and  benevolent  affections,  we  will  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  we  have  grievously  erred  in  our  ideas  of 
human  nature. 

But  our  argument  is  too  strong  to  need  the  aid  of  an¬ 
ticipation ,  and  we  are  perfectly  content,  that  the  tree 
be  tried  by  its  present  fruits.  We  cite,  in  proof  of  what 
it  has  already  done,  one  simple  and  unadorned,  but  un¬ 
deniable  fact  the  decay  of  that  foul  and  pestilential 
spirit  of  sect  which  has  so  long  disgraced  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ .  United  together  in  one  grand  enterprise 
against  the  common  enemy,  Christians  have  hushed  their 
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domestic  tumults,  have  emerged  from  their  respective 
camps,  and  come  in  kindly  contact,  wondering  how 
much  of  their  Master’s  image  they  find  in  those  who 
once  were  the  objects  of  their  fiercest  hate.  The  truth 
has  been  found  out  at  last,  (the  wonder  is,  it  was  not 
found  out  long  before,)  that  I  may  differ  from  my  neigh- 
hour,  and  neither  of  us  be  possessed  with  a  devil,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  us  from  uniting  our  hearts 
and  prayers  and  efforts  in  the  noblest  and  best  of  causes. 

This  happy  revolution  in  feeling  has  a  twofold 
connection  with  the  great  excitement  of  the  day.  1st, 
By  combining  men  together  in  the  prosecution  of  a  com¬ 
mon  purpose,  it  must  naturally  produce  a  mutual  kind¬ 
ness  of  temper,  especially  when  the  purpose  itself  is 
purely  benevolent.  That  man  must  be  formed  in  Na¬ 
ture’s  roughest  mould,  who  can  stand  uncharmed  in  the 
magic  circle  of  a  Bible  or  a  Missionary  Society.  2dly, 
By  withdrawing  the  regards  of  the  Christian  public  from 
mere  speculation  to  schemes  of  active  usefulness,  it  has 
deprived  the  kindler  of  sectarian  feuds  of  the  aliment  by 
which  he  is  supported.  The  grave  Polemic  who,  in  days 
of  yore,  could  have  filled  the  whole  city  of  Zion  with  con¬ 
fusion,  must  now  lay  aside  his  pen.  Bent  on  other  ob¬ 
jects,  Christians  will  neither  buy  nor  read  him,  and  his 
stupendous  tomes  must  lie  on  the  booksellers’  shelf  or 
fare  worse.  Now,  this  is  excessively  discouraging, 
and  hence  it  is,  that  this  notable  and  laborious  race  is 
rapidly  dying  away,  and  making  room  for  men  who, 
though  somewhat  inferior  in  the  art  of  syllogizing,  do 
more  for  God  and  man,  in  one  day ,  than  their  prede¬ 
cessors,  in  a  long  and  busy  life.  When  the  race  is  en¬ 
tirely  extinct,  sectarianism  is  at  an  end  ;  for  I  have  such 
a  charitable  opinion  of  human  nature,  with  all  its  foi- 


bles,  as  to  believe  that  Christians  would  long  since  have 
ceased  to  disgrace  themselves  with  drawing  daggers 
against  each  other,  had  it  not  been  for  a  constant  sup¬ 
ply  of  those  firebrands  of  the  church,  learned  disputa¬ 
tious  divines. 

But  there  is  still  another  mode,  in  which  we  beg  leave 
to  consider  the  subject  for  a  moment,  in  reference  to 
the  question  of  incidental  benefit.  May  we  not  consider 
the  enterprise,  which  excites  so  universal  an  interest  in 
Christendom,  not  only  as  increasing  the  average  amount 
of  dignified  and  benevolent  feeling  in  the  social  mass* 
but  as  'presenting  to  the  aspiring  few  a  theatre  for  the 
display  of  extraordinary  and  sublime  heroism  ?  as,  in  a 
word,  not  only  making  all  good,  but  some  great?  The 
chief  reason  of  the  pleasure  usually  taken  in  reading 
accounts  of  extraordinary  emergencies,  is  the  expecta¬ 
tion  we  entertain  that  they  will  be  found  to  have  called 
forth  men  of  corresponding  characters.  When  asleep, 
or  at  the  distaff,  Hercules  himself  is  a  mere  ordinary 
personage ;  it  is  only  when  his  arm  is  lifted  to  crush 
the  hydra  we  mark  the  brawny  muscle  and  “  spirit¬ 
speaking  eye.”  Hence  the  interest  with  which  even  the 
tender  female  can  follow  the  warrior  along  his  blood¬ 
stained  track,  “  through  disastrous  chances,  moving 
accidents  of  flood  and  field.”  She  loves  not  blood,  but 
she  associates  with  it  the  idea  of  high  physical  or  men¬ 
tal  energy  :  She  loves  not  disastrous  chances,  but  she 
does  love  to  see  man,  her  child,  walking  forth  in  all  the 
majesty  of  his  being,  though  often  surrounded  with  ac¬ 
companiments  which  make  her  weep  and  shudder  while 
she  admires ! 

Now,  my  brethren,  we  readily  allow  that  no  such  dis¬ 
plays  can  be  promised  in  the  case  before  us.  Christi- 
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anity  has  no  such  heroes,  nor  has  the  spirit  we  are  ad¬ 
vocating.  It  hates  them,  it  denounces  them,  and  is  de¬ 
termined  not  to  rest  till  it  has  exterminated  every  me¬ 
morial  of  them  from  the  earth,  “  changing  the  sword 
into  the  ploughshare,  and  the  spear  into  the  pruning 
hook.”  But  if  by  heroism  you  mean  a  combination 
of  all  great  mental  qualities — patience  under  suffer¬ 
ing — courage  in  the  most  appalling  dangers — wisdom 
of  counsel,  and  unshaken  vigor  of  purpose — then  it  does 
promise  you  heroes,  and  such  an  harvest  of  them  as  the 
world  has  never  seen.  It  will  show  you  men,  who, 
without  an  imaginable  inducement,  beside  the  resistless 
impulse  of  duty  and  divine  compassion,  have  cheerfully 
given  up  every  earthly  prospect,  torn  themselves  from 
friends — country — home,  without  casting  one  lingering 
look  behind,  and  have  devoted  themselves  to  penury, 
nakedness,  perils  by  water,  perils  by  land,  perils  by  the 
savage  cruelty  of  those  they  seek  to  save — that  at  the 
great  day  they  may  appear  before  their  Master’s  bar, 
with  some  happy  monuments  of  his  grace,  who  shall 
join  in  the  eternal  jubilee  of  the  Redeemed  from  among 
men  !  It  is  an  easy  thing,  under  the  influence  of  a  heat 
of  blood,  excited  by  a  score  of  favourable  circumstances, 
to  rush  into  the  midst  of  blood  and  carnage,  and  the 
shrieks  of  the  dying.  But  this  is  very  different  from  that 
deep  habitual  intensity  of  soul  required  in  an  enterprise 
which  has  nothing  in  it  to  gratify  a  single  disorderly 
passion  of  the  human  heart.  It  is  not  exceeding  diffi¬ 
cult  to  make  up  an  Alexander  or  a  Cesar  from  very 
ordinary  materials ;  but  you  must  steal  from  yonder 
heaven  its  ethereal  fire  to  animate  a  Vanderkemp  and 
a  Swarts ! 

I  may,  perhaps,  be  thought,  by  many  of  my  hearers, 
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too  profuse  in  my  admiration  for  the  Missionary  charac¬ 
ter.  I  know  the  comparatively  little  esteem  generally 
awarded,  even  by  Christians,  to  those  good  men  who 
go  forth  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  foreign  lands ;  and  the 
significant  shrug  we  must  expect  to  encounter  when 
we  propose  them  as  models  of  the  true  moral  sublime. 
But  this  only  proves  the  power  of  prejudice  and  custom 
to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  understanding.  The  sober 
truth  is,  the  world  has  so  long  been  habituated  to  false 
appearances,  that  it  is  not  prepared  to  appreciate  the 
truth.  A  debauched  taste  prevails  in  morals,  analogous 
to  that  sometimes  prevalent  in  literature,  in  consequence 
of  which,  modest  simplicity  is  mistaken  for  tameness  ; 
noise  and  bluster  shall  pass  current  for  all  that  is  noble 
and  great.  Now,  if  ever  a  renovation  takes  place,  it 
must  be  effected  in  like  manner  with  a  reform  in  the 
latter,  by  multiplying  specimens  of  genuine  excellence, 
and  thus  bringing  back  the  public  to  the  charms  of  na¬ 
ture  and  truth.  Let  us  cherish,  therefore,  that  godlike 
spirit  which  has  arisen  in  our  day,  and  which  is  inspir¬ 
ing  our  youth  with  the  ambition  of  performing  deeds  of 
noble  daring,  on  a  hitherto  untrodden  field.  Who  can 
tell  what  may  be  its  blessed  effects  on  the  moral  percep¬ 
tions  of  the  age !  Shall  we  not  cherish  the  exhilarating 
idea,  that,  perhaps,  it  shall  fly  from  heart  to  heart,  until 
its  hallowed  influence  shall  extend  from  the  meanest 
cottage  to  the  loftiest  throne — and  kings  and  princes, 
fired  with  the  noble  flame,  shall  cease  to  be  dazzled 
with  a  false  splendor,  and  to  write  their  claims,  to  the 
admiration  of  posterity,  in  the  blood  and  tears  of  suffer¬ 
ing  humanity.  Multiply  ye  band  of  holy  worthies — 
multiply,  go  on  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  You  may, 
for  a  time,  be  deprived  of  your  well-earned  fame,  though 
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this  will  not  affect  you ,  whose  praise  is  not  of  men,  but 
of  God  ;  yet  a  period  shall  arrive  when  even  men  shall 
praise  you,  and  when  your  bright  example  shall  recover 
a  wTorld  from  the  miserable  weakness  of  honouring,  with 
its  exclusive  admiration,  those  who  are  glorious  only  in 
mischief ! 

Thus  wre  have  adduced  a  variety  of  considerations 
calculated  to  satisfy  our  minds  when  we  look  at  the 
subject  through  the  darkest  medium.  Acquiesce  in  the 
gloomy  statement  of  your  opposers,  adopt  the  heart¬ 
rending  conviction  that,  so  far  as  the  main  object  is  con¬ 
cerned,  all  your  prayers,  and  all  your  tears,  and  all  your 
sacrifices  will  terminate  in  the  sickness  of  disappointed 
hope.  Still,  Christian  philanthropists,  believe  that  you 
are  engaged  in  a  good  work,  a  work  which  in  some 
mode  or  another  wall  recompense  your  toil. 

II.  But  I  should  be  unfaithful  to  the  cause  for  which 
I  have  undertaken  this  evening  to  plead,  were  I  to 
neglect  putting  you  distinctly  in  mind  that  the  assump¬ 
tion  is  perfectly  gratuitous,  and  that  we  have  been 
pleased  to  yield  it  merely  from  a  disposition  to  accom¬ 
modate  ourselves  to  certain  prejudices.  The  idea  of  the 
absolute  impracticability  of  success  is  false,  flies  di¬ 
rectly  in  the  face  of  the  promises  of  the  faithful  God, 
has  no  foundation  but  in  the  sloth  and  insensibility  of 
men  who  can  sleep  at  ease  amid  the  ruins  of  a  fallen 
world. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  obtrude  upon  you  a  full  and 
laboured  demonstration  on  this  interesting  topic,  but  shall 
content  myself  with  offering  a  few  suggestions,  which, 
though  far  from  including  the  merits  of  the  case,  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  sneers  and  surmises  of  unreason¬ 
able  men. 
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We  teli  them,  in  the  hist  place,  that  the  experiment 
never  has  been  made .  We  mean  that,  until  the  present 
time,  there  never  was  a  combined  and  well  organized 
system  of  means  and  efforts  for  conferring  benefit  on  the 
Heathen.  Selfishness,  pure  unadulterated  selfishness, 
black  as  it  came  from  hell,  has  hitherto  been  the  god  of 
the  most  civilized  and  Christian  nations.  This  is  a  plain 
and  simple  fact,  which  we  venture  to  affirm  no  one  in 
the  least  acquainted  with  history  can  deny  or  dilute. 
That  there  have  been  good  men  in  every  age,  who 
proved  themselves  exempt  from  the  general  charge,  God 
forbid  that  we  should  doubt  ;  but  they  were  as  sheep 
among  wolves,  as  a  handful  of  corn  on  the  tops  of  the 
mountains.  Often,  we  may  well  suppose,  would  they 
retire  to  weep  over  the  sorrows  of  apostate  and  benight¬ 
ed  man.  Often,  when  reading  the  predictions  of  the 
seraphic  Isaiah,  that  “  the  glory  of  the  Lord  should  be 
revealed,  and  all  flesh  should  see  it  together,”  and 
stretching  their  mental  vision  over  the  multitudes,  nu¬ 
merous  as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  living  without  hope,  and 
dying  in  despair,  would  they  prostrate  themselves  in  the 
dust,  and  cry  “  How  long,  O  Lord,  how  long  ?”  But 
they  could  go  no  farther,  nor,  indeed,  were  they  dispos¬ 
ed  ;  for  it  would  appear,  that  the  Saints  of  former  gene¬ 
rations,  universally  adopted  the  idea,  that  when  the  mil- 
lenial  glory  dawned  upon  the  earth,  God  would  take 
the  work  exclusively  into  his  oWn  hands,  and  literally 
accomplish  the  prediction,  “that  nations  shall  be  bom 
in  a  day.”  The  objector,  therefore,  can  employ  no 
argument  in  opposition  to  us,  from  the  failure  of  past 
attempts,  which  promised  as  fair.  We  are  entering  on 
a  field  of  enterprise  entirely  new ,  and  though  the  way 
be  not  very  plain  before  us,  though  there  be  mountains 
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to  scale— desarts  to  penetrate — floods  to  pass — he  cannot 
discourage  us  by  pointing  to  the  mouldering  bones  of 
former  adventurers,  who  fell  victims  to  their  temerity. 
How  many  experiments  have  come  to  a  successful  re¬ 
sult,  which,  it  was  thought,  little  worse  than  madness  to 
commence — and,  perhaps,  in  reference  to  the  case  be¬ 
fore  us,  the  period  may  not  be  far  distant,  when  the  on¬ 
ly  wonder  shall  be,  that  a  plan  so  simple,  so  rational, 
and  so  admirably  adapted  to  gain  its  end,  as  that  which 
is  in  operation,  was  not  thought  of  ages  before . 

But,  I  observe,  that  reasoning  from  very  obvious  ana¬ 
logies,  we  may  conclude,  that  a  vigorous  and  wisely 
conducted  experiment  will  be  crowned  with  success .  It 
is  an  undeniable  fact,  that  some  nations  have  been  civi¬ 
lized,  and  made  partakers  of  the  light  and  blessings  of 
the  Gospel ;  nay,  where  is  the  people,  who,  in  looking 
back  through  the  long  vista  of  their  history,  do  not  find 
it  to  terminate  in  a  darkness  as  palpable  as  that  which 
broods,  at  the  present  moment,  over  the  most  barbarous 
regions!  We,  whence  are  we  sprung  ?  Look  back,  thou 
child  of  science  and  refinement,  and  fix  thine  eye  on 
yonder  squalid  savage,  quaffing,  amid  his  companions, 
from  that  cursed  goblet  which  contains  the  heartV 
blood  of  a  brother,  and  call  that  savage  father.  If 
such  prodigious  revolutions  have  been  accomplished, 
may  they  not  be  accomplished  again?  We  enter,  there¬ 
fore,  into  the  contest,  with  peculiar  advantages.  Our 
enemies  have  long  since  lost  the  charm  of  invincibility : 
They  have  been  overcome  in  detail,  as  is  proved  by  in¬ 
numerable  cheering  facts  ;  and  is  not  this  sufficient  en¬ 
couragement  for  us  to  give  them  battle  on  a  more  ex¬ 
tended  scale,  especially  when  we  consider  the  increase  of 
our  resources  and  our  skill  r — which  leads  me  to  observe 


That  Christians,  in  their  project  of  universal  amelio¬ 
ration,  have  reason  to  entertain  full  confidence  in  the 
fitness  of  their  instrument .  This  reflection  is  of  no 
small  moment,  as  it  directly  meets  the  charge  vve  are 
considering.  The  most  prominent  feature  of  enthusiasm 
is  generally  considered  to  be  a  great  heat  and  violence  of 
temper,  which  its  subject  mistakes  for  an  immediate  and 
extraordinary  inspiration,  and  by  which  he  is  led  to  an¬ 
ticipate  certain  events,  or  the  accomplishment  of  certain 
purposes,  without  regard  to  the  necessary  and  adequate 
means.  But  how  far  is  this  from  the  spirit  of  our  day! 
Look  at  the  mode  in  which  Christians  are  prosecuting 
their  undertaking,  the  complicated  machinery,  the  wheels 
within  wheels,  each  of  which,  like  that  in  Ezekiel’s  vi¬ 
sion,  goes  backwards,  forwards,  sidewise ;  and  detect, 
if  you  can,  a  solitary  instance  in  which  the  charge  of 
presumption  can  be  substantiated.  But  you  say,  that 
notwithstanding  all  the  seeming  variety  of  the  means 
and  instruments  employed,  they  are,  in  fact,  reducible 
to  one,  the  printed  and  preached  Gospel.  We  grant  it — 
we  allow  that  the  grand  engine,  in  the  use  of  which 
they  place  their  confidence,  is  this  blessed  book,  which 
tells  man  what  he  is,  and  what  he  is  destined  for  here¬ 
after,  and  what  he  must  do  to  secure  the  favour  of  an 
offended  Divinity.  The  question  presses  home,  if  this 
confidence  be  not  well  grounded,  if  they  have  not  reason 
to  believe  that  this  is  the  engine,  and  only  one  which 
.gives  a  promise  of  success  ! 

Let  me  inform  those  who  are  disposed  to  grapple 
with  them  on  this  topic,  that  they  meet  an  enemy  strong¬ 
ly  entrenched  and  not  easily  dislodged.  They  will  plead 
that  they  have  as  good  a  right  to  rely  on  the  efficacy  of 
the  Bible,  as  the  warrior  on  the  trusty  blade  he  has  tried 


in  innumerable  dangers — that  observation,  experience, 
facts  countless  as  the  stars  of  a  winter’s  sky,  demon¬ 
strate  a  hidden  virtue  in  this  little  book,  which  nothing 
can  resist.  They  call  up  to  your  attention  that  illus¬ 
trious  day,  when  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  three  thou¬ 
sand  fell  down  before  its  overpowering  majesty,  and 
from  furious  persecuting  enemies  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
became  his  humble  and  affectionate  followers.  They 
put  you  in  mind  of  its  subsequent  triumphs  in  all  civi¬ 
lized,  and  many  barbarous  lands,  until  at  length  it  as¬ 
cended  upon  the  ruins  of  thirty  thousand  gods,  and  took 
its  seat  with  Cesar  upon  the  throne  of  the  world  :  nor 
did  it  cease  to  reign,  and  put  enemies  under  its  feet, 
until,  in  a  fatal  hour,  they  to  whom  it  was  entrusted 
forgot  their  duty,  and  quietly  laid  down  beneath  the 
laurels  it  had  planted  !  They  will  then  turn  inward  to 
themselves.  They  will  tell  you,  that  whereas  “  once 
they  were  blind,  now  they  see,”  once  they  were  “haters 
of  God,  and  haters  of  one  another now  they  “  love  the 
Lord  their  God  with  all  their  hearts,  and  their  neigh¬ 
bours  as  themselves  once  the  miseries  of  the  world 
could  not  raise  a  sigh,  now  they  can  weep  over  the  dark¬ 
ness  of  a  single  soul :  and  all  this  revolution,  they  tell 
you,  is  the  Gospel’s !  But  if  you  distrust  their  testimony, 
they  will  ask  you  to  look  around.  Yonder  is  a  man, 
who,  a  few  years  ago,  was  a  wretch,  on  whom  the  vices 
so  thickly  clustered,  whose  soul  was  so  lost  in  baseness, 
that  his  very  presence  was  contamination.  Now,  he  is 
the  noble  hearted  friend  of  God  and  man,  and  one  of 
the  ornaments  of  the  circle  in  which  he  moves !  There 
is  a  reformed  drunkard  !  There  a  female,  who  arrested 
a  secret  arm,  in  the  midst  of  dissipations  and  heart 
benumbing  gaieties,  bade  them  all  an  eternal  farewell, 


and  now  you  see  her  in  the  discharge  of  a  daily  office 
of  mercy  she  has  prescribed  to  herself,  entering  the 
mansions  of  the  poor  to  pour  into  some  lacerated  heart 
the  oil  of  joy  and  gladness. 

These  are  facts  of  every  day  occurrence,  and  which 
require  no  comment.  It  is  of  no  importance,  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  discussion,  to  inquire  whence  this  virtue  of  the 
Gospel  is  derived.  The  Christian,  indeed,  will  reply, 
from  the  accompanying  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  * 
But  he  does  not  ask  you  to  join  in  the  same  confession. 
Nay,  in  refusing  it,  you  strengthen  instead  of  weakening 
his  argument ;  for  in  allowing  a  native  and  intrinsic  ef¬ 
ficacy  to  his  instrument,  you  give  it  an  additional  fitness 
for  the  mighty  work  in  which  he  is  employing  it. 

We  shall  be  the  more  confirmed  in  the  justice  of  the 
expectations  entertained,  if  we  consider  that  the  experi¬ 
ment  has  made  some  actual  progress ,  and  that  the  result 
is  calculated  to  cherish  the  most  sanguine  hopes .  We 
confess  that  little  has  been  achieved,  in  comparison  with 
what  remains.  But  we  have  done  enough  to  prove  that 
our  object  is  attainable,  and  therefore,  this  little  is  much . 
I  refer  you  particularly  to  the  late  intelligence  from  the 
islands  of  the  South  Sea,  that  in  many  of  them  Christi¬ 
anity  and  the  civilized  arts  have  been  fully  established,  in¬ 
somuch  that  scarce  a  vestige  of  idolatry  and  savage  life  is 
to  be  seen.  Now,  this  is  most  highly  encouraging.  Let 
it  be  remembered,'  that  every  province  we  gain  from  the 
god  of  this  world,  increases  our  power  and  his  weak¬ 
ness  ;  and  as  his  dominion  is  not  infinite,  all  we  have 

*  If  it  were  necessary  to  strengthen  the  argument  by  additional  considera¬ 
tions,  we  might  advert  to  those  extraordinary  and  glorious  phenomena,  usually 
called  “  Revivals  of  religion But  the  bearing  of  these  wonderful  exhibitions 
of  Divine  grace,  on  the  Millenial  glory,  is  itself  a  large  field  of  investigation. 
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to  do  is,  to  go  on  from  conquest  to  conquest,  until  we 
find  ourselves  standing  before  his  last  strong  hold,  and 
ready  to  raise  the  shout  of  “  victory ”  o’er  its  prostrate 
battlements. 

Lastly,  The  promise  of  Almighty  God  has  secured 
the  accomplishment  of  our  hopes.  Here,  brethren,  we 
take  more  elevated  ground.  Leaving  our  sober  ration¬ 
alist  to  his  creeping  surmises  and  conjectures,  we  ascend 
the  mount  of  Faith,  thence  to  take  a  view  of  the  New 
Jerusalem,  coming  down  out  of  heaven  to  men,  and  “  all 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  becoming  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord  and  his  Christ.”  Faith,  howrever,  you  will 
remember,  is  not  contrary  to  reason,  but  only  reason  in 
its  noblest  exercise.  If  the  Great  Being,  whom  we 
worship,  has  assured  us,  that  from  eternity  the  world 
was  given  to  his  Son — that  in  the  fulness  of  time,  He 
“  shall  receive  the  Heathen  as  his  inheritance,  and  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  as  his  possession  that  the 
knowledge  of  his  glory  shall  extend  to  “  earth’s  remot¬ 
est  bounds  and  ocean’s  wildest  shore,”  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  let  us  say  “  Amen!”  And  such  is  the  assurance  he 
has  given  us.  It  was  given  in  that  first  promise  which 
announced  to  our  first  progenitor,  trembling  at  the  woes 
which  his  apostasy  had  produced,  “  The  seed  of  the 
woman  shall  bruise  the  serpent’s  head.”  It  was  given 
to  believing  Abraham,  who  was  enabled  by  it,  to  look 
forward  to  a  day,  when,  “  in  his  seed,  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  should  be  blessed.”  It  wras  given  with 
growing  evidence  to  succeeding  Saints,  under  the  Old 
Testament  economy,  who  lived  and  died  in  its  faith 
— and  how  often,  and  with  what  clearness,  it  is  unfold¬ 
ed  in  the  New,  I  need  not  now  detail.  As  to  the  man¬ 
ner  of  its  accomplishment,  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that 


“  God  will  pour  out  his  Spirit  on  all  flesh,53  but  yet  in 
connection  with  the  agency  and  efforts  of  his  people. 
As  to  the  period,  we  need  not  perplex  you  with  mys¬ 
terious  commentaries  on  passages  from  Scripture,  al¬ 
most  as  mysterious,  for  we  have  a  plain  maxim  on  the 
vSubject  which  we  dare  to  propose  as  perfectly  satisfac¬ 
tory.  The  time  for  God’s  fulfilling  his  promise  to  the 
church,  is  the  time  when  she  is  prepared  to  receive  its 
fulfilment ,  when,  with  one  heart  and  one  soul,  her  mem¬ 
bers  discharge  their  part  of  the  implied  contract  between 
them  and  the  promiser.  Do  you  ask  then  when  is  the 
time  ?  I  answer,  noiv,  now, — when  his  people  have 
awaked  to  a  sense  of  their  responsibility,  are  com¬ 
bining  their  energies,  are  pressing  round  the  throne  of 
his  grace  to  put  him  in  remembrance,  and  are  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  rest  till  Jerusalem  be  made  a  praise  and 
glory  in  the  earth.  Had  such  a  spirit  prevailed  in  the 
Church,  the  promise  would  have  been  fulfilled  ages 
since,  and  wTe  give  more  for  this  token,  that  the  time, 
the  set  time  is  come,  than  for  whole  libraries  of  apoca¬ 
lyptic  and  chronological  dissertations.  Blessed  Master ! 
Behold  thy  servants  wait  for  thy  salvation — come  Lord 
Jesus,  come  quickly. 

The  inferences  from  the  remarks  that  we  have  offer¬ 
ed  are  these, 

1st.  That  they  who  sneer  at  the  enthusiasm  of  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  great  cause  in  which  they  have  enlisted, 
would  be  much  more  wisely  and  profitably  employed 
in  asking  their  own  hearts  why  they  feel  so  little. 

2dly.  Instead  of  being  drunk  with  new  wine,  our 
misfortune  is,  a  coldness ,  an  apathy ,  a  heartlessness ,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  pressing  requirements  of  the  case. 

3dly .  The  unspeakable  felicity  of  having  our  lot  cast 


ill  a  day  when  such  bright  prospects  are  opening  on  the 
church  and  the  world. 

Lastly,  The  criminality  of  continuing  at  ease  in  such 
a  day,  and  in  such  a  crisis. 

Christian  brethren,  let  this  last  reflection  produce  its 
due  impression  on  your  consciences.  This  earth  must 
be  filled  with  the  glory  of  the  Lord .  God  himself  has 
purposed  it,  and  He  is  not  a  man  that  he  should  lie,  “nor 
the  son  of  man  that  he  should  repent.”  But  though  his 
purpose  be  firm  and  unchangeable  as  the  everlasting 
hills,  yet  in  his  inscrutable  wisdom  he  has  made  its  ac¬ 
complishment  depend  upon  his  church,  and  you  are  a 
part  of  that  highly  privileged  community  to  whom  he  is 
saying,  “  Awake,  Awake,  put  on  thy  strength,  shake 
thyself  from  the  dust,  loose  thyself  from  the  bands  of 
thy  neck,  O  captive  daughter  of  Zion.”  Though  a 
small  proportion  of  the  mighty  army  which,  under  the 
banner  of  Jehovah  Sabaoth,  is  going  up  against  the 
high  places  of  the  enemy,  yet,  to  the  extent  of  your 
abilities,  you  are  as  responsible  as  if  you  were  the  whole . 
Each  has  his  part  assigned,  and  wo  to  the  soldier  found 
sleeping  on  his  post  in  such  an  emergency.  How  is  it 
with  you,  my  brethren  ?  Are  you  awake  ?  Are  you  doing 
your  duty  to  God, to  his  church  and  the  world? — When  I 
cast  my  eyes  over  this  numerous  assembly,  and  mark  the 
many  indications  that  I  am  addressing  a  people  whom 
God  has  abundantly  prospered  in  this  world’s  goods,  inso¬ 
much,  that  if  one  of  the  poor  savages  for  whom  we  plead 
were  admitted  for  a  moment  in  the  midst  of  us,  he  would, 
on  his  return,  in  all  probability  inform  his  wondering 
countrymen  that  he  had  been  in  a  place  where  all  were 
kings  and  princesses,  clothed  in  the  garments  of  the  gods: 
T  must  conclude  that  it  is  not  the  doing  of  a  little  which 


will  authorize  you  to  answer  this  question  in  the  affir¬ 
mative.  If  I  do  not  grossly  err,  Heaven  is  expecting 
much  from  you,  my  hearers,  and  is  addressing  you  in 
language  you  cannot  misunderstand,  “  Since  it  is  so 
well  with  you,  think  of  your  brethren,”  think  of  the 
thousand  million  souls  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge! 

We  ask  of  you  a  proof  of  your  fidelity,  this  evening, 
to  the  solemn  trust  reposed  in  you ;  and  our  plea  is  in 
behalf  of  a  society,  which,  beside  its  general  claims  to 
your  respect,  as  one  of  the  innumerable  institutions 
which  are  the  glory  of  our  land,  has  some  peculiarly  its 
own.  It  is  the  oldest  not  only  in  our  city,  but  in  our 
country.  It  was  organized  *  at  the  very  commencement 
of  that  excitement  which  in  its  progress  bids  fair  to 
confer  such  lasting  benefits  on  our  race ;  and  is,  there¬ 
fore,  a  venerable  memorial  (God  forbid  that  we  suffer  it 
to  decay)  of  a  period  to  which  we  cannot  but  look  back 
with  gratitude  and  joy.  Its  special  object  is  to  evan¬ 
gelize  and  civilize  the  Heathen,  especially  the  Abori- 
genals  of  our  own  country.  In  prosecuting  this  object, 
they  have  encountered  many  difficulties,  and  have  often 
been  called  to  hope  against  hope :  But  they  have  been 
enabled  hitherto  to  persevere,  and  their  recompense  is  the 
delightful  assurance  that  their  labours  of  love  have  not 
been  in  vain.  At  present,  their  operations  are  confined  to 
the  Tuscarora  and  Seneca  nations  on  our  frontiers.  In 
the  former  they  have  a  respectable  and  flourishing  church, 
which  enjoys  the  ministrations  of  a  young  and  faithful 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  also  labours  as  a  teacher. 
Among  the  latter  they  have  a  catechist  and  schoolmas¬ 
ter.  The  whole  number  of  the  Missionary  family  is 
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seventeen.  Within  a  few  months  their  prospects  of  use- 
fulness,  in  this  hitherto  most  degraded  tribe,  have  consi¬ 
derably  brightened,  in  consequence  of  which,  they  have 
been  induced  to  extend  their  plans  very  considerably 
beyond  their  abilities.  They  are  now  labouring  under 
severe  embarrassments,  and  though  they  have  disposed 
of  nearly  the  last  dollar  of  their  disposable  property, 
their  pressure  continues.  Abstracting  the  consideration 
of  their  debt,  they  find,  on  examining  the  list  of  their 
subscriptions,  which  is  their  sole  dependance,  that  the 
annual  dues  fall  far  short  of  meeting  the  ordinary  and 
current  expenses  of  their  Missions.  It  is  to  them  a  most 
painful  reflection,  that  though  Providence  is  opening  a 
door  of  usefulness,  which  never  has  been  opened  before, 
they  are  utterly  unable  to  improve  the  golden  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

But  it  is  not  for  them  we  plead,  but  for  the  wretch¬ 
ed  outcasts  whom  it  is  their  ardent  desire  to  save.  Look 
at  them,  my  brethren,  look  at  the  miseries  of  their  con¬ 
dition  I  They  are  living  without  enjoyment,  dying 
without  hope,  and  day  by  day  peopling  the  receptacle 
of  the  lost.  Good  God !  Is  there  a  heart  in  this  as¬ 
sembly  which  does  not  throb  at  the  agonizing  reflection, 
and  w  ould  not  give  a  thousand  w  orlds  to  escape  from 
the  conviction  that  it  is  the  sober  truth  ?  Who  does  not 
grasp  at  the  hope,  that  something  may  be  done  for  the 
relief  of  these  poor  degraded  Heathen  perishing  at  our 
doors,  and  who  will  refuse  his  part  to  put  the  Newr- 
York  Missionary  Society  in  a  situation  which  shall  en¬ 
able  them  to  grant  it. 
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